
blast,” he said. “It was great to see a 
different culture, a different part of 
the world, and see how their prior-
ities stacked up against ours. It was 
also cool to see that football was 
popular in such a different culture.”

Dom is now in the Pacific Alliance of 
Catholic Education (PACE) program 
at University of Portland. He will 
finish his program after wrapping up 
teaching for two years at Nativity. 
After that, he hopes to be coaching 
football and teaching somewhere in 
Portland.

Returning to Nativity means a lot 
to Dom. “The idea of coming back 
here was to do something for the 
community that gave so much to 
me,” he said. All of us here are 
thrilled with Dom’s clear passion for 
teaching, and his dedication to what 
Nativity stands for at its core.
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St. Andrew Nativity School has been 
fortunate to partner with businesses 
that believe in and support its mission. 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt has been 
working to support Nativity from the 
beginning. 

Save the Date!
Please save the date and join us for 
our 17th annual Promoting Success 
Luncheon! The event will be held on 
June 5th with tours and refreshments 
starting at  11:30 a.m. and lunch at 
12:00 p.m. at Nativity School.

Upon first learning about Nativity 
School, most people remain skep-
tical that alumni actually return to 
their middle school for any reason, 
let alone of their own volition. Our 
newest math and science teacher, 
Dominique (Dom) Dashaun Forrest, 
class of ’06, is a testament to the fact 
that Nativity students can always find 
a home here.

“There’s a lot of nostalgia when I 
come in here every day,” he said. “It’s 
cool to see kids going through similar 
things that I did, because this place 
has evolved, but at its core, it’s the 
same old Nativity.”

After graduating from Nativity, Dom 
matriculated to Jesuit High School. 
He later attended Linfield College, 
where he played football as a line-
backer all four years. He was named 
All-American twice. After that, he 
played football for the better part 
of a year in Germany. “That was a 
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Dom Forrest
Math and Science Teacher

Donor Profile
(page 3)

Meet a family that has given to Nativity 
in many ways. 
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Dear Nativity School Supporter,

Recently, someone asked me why our school was called a “Nativity” school. I explained that in 1971 the 
first Jesuit, tuition-free middle school was founded at The Nativity Mission Center in Manhattan; hence 
the name, Nativity School. Was this a coincidence? As I reflected on this fact during advent, it made 
perfect sense. What word brings forth more hope than “Nativity”? 

Whisper “Nativity” and the image of a stable, swaddling clothes, and a baby lying in a manger pop into 
your mind. The hope of the world in one tiny infant, born of humble circumstances. So too, our children 
come from humble circumstances, yet are the hope of the world. Inside them is infinite potential and our 
mission is to unlock that potential and help them become the people God intended. Like Christ, they too 
are light in our world. They will accomplish much in their three years with us—reading literature, learning 
to write essays, preparing for algebra, understanding civics—but most importantly, they will be kind and 
caring and strive to make the world a place of light and love. 

With gratitude for your care and companionship,

Coincidence is God’s way 
of remaining anonymous.

-Albert Einstein

Carolyn Becic, President



Supporting Nativity in Many Ways
By Sarah O’Brien
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Larry Brown, Inc. is one of the oldest 
and most respected custom home 
building companies in the state. 
Started in 1957 by long-time Nativity 
School supporter Larry Brown, 
the company grew into a multi-
generational family business. 

Larry’s children, Marilyn, Sharon 
and Scott, now own the company. 
Their website states, “In over 50 
years of custom home building, 
we have earned the reputation of 
building a very high-quality home 
and treating our clients with respect.” 
Not only have Larry and his children 
shared in their work through the 
family business, but they have each 
contributed to Nativity School in a 
myriad of ways over the years. 

Larry first started supporting 
Nativity School in 2007 when he 
attended our Promoting Success 
Luncheon.  Over the last decade, 
Larry has been a dedicated 
supporter, attending our annual 
events year after year. 

Marilyn and Lee Whitaker, 
Larry’s daughter and son-in-law 
respectively, have shown their 
dedication to Nativity School 
through their time, talents, and 
gifts. The Whitakers have been 
quick to respond whenever they 
are called upon. This last year, Lee  
coached Nativity School’s 6th grade 
volleyball team. 

Every December, the day before

Lee Whitaker coaching Nativity volleyball. Marilyn Whitaker (right) and Robin Becic delivering 
Christmas presents to Nativity students from St. Thomas 
More parish. 

Christmas break, the students 
gather gifts as they head out the 
door. Marilyn and Robin Becic 
lead this gift drive each year at 
St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
where they are parishioners. This 
year the drive collected gifts for 
students as well as each of their 
family members. Taking inspiration 
from the annual gift drive a few 
years back, the duo put together 
an Easter Egg Tree and gathered 
donations of Easter dinner fixings 
and baskets for Nativity families. 

Philanthropy is engrained in the 
Brown/Whitaker family and they 
have shown their dedication in 
countless ways. Nativity School is 
grateful for their years of support!



When Scott Powers and a handful of 
visionary parishioners from St. Andrew 
Church asked the Jesuits to sponsor a 
Nativity School, they said “yes.” One of 
their first actions was to ask Mark Stayer 
to draw up the paperwork for a new 
501(c)3. Mark’s pro-bono work is just one 
way that Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 
has supported St. Andrew Nativity School. 
Since the inception of our school, the firm 
has been supportive of special events with 
several attorneys becoming individual 
donors. Mark and Candice Stayer continue 
to help the school grow, bringing new 
people into the fold.

Schwabe has grown to more than 170 
attorneys in seven offices, making them 
one of the largest law firms in the region. 
What makes Schwabe special is their 
commitment to the community through 
pro-bono legal services, volunteer 
work with nonprofits, and resources to 
underserved populations. We are very 
grateful for their ongoing support. 

Corporate Profile: Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 
By Carolyn Becic
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Mark and Candice Stayer 

An honor and stirring homily at Martin Luther King, Jr. Mass at St. Andrew Parish

Nativity’s Ms. Roberts is honored for her many years of 
community service by the parish with the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Service award. 

Anthony Blake, J.D.,  Nativity Class of 2005, giving a moving 
homily that emphasized the historical importance of the day.  
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As a bright, fun loving 5th grader, Candace 
Tillery had her reservations about attending 
a small, private, Jesuit middle school. 
Coming from a large public school with over 
28 classmates, Candace could not imagine 
learning in another environment. “I was very 
shy and it took a lot for me to come out of 
my shell.” She said, “I worried that I would 
be put on the spot often in class and that I 
would not fit in with my classmates.” 

Candace recalls becoming more comfortable 
through Nativity’s summer school program. 
“Having time to become familiar with the 
school, teachers, and classmates made 
learning more enjoyable”, she reflected.

After graduating from Nativity in 2006, 
Candace attended Central Catholic High 
School, graduating in 2010. She continued 
to blossom at Central Catholic and was 
recognized by teachers and classmates 
as a cheerful and hard-working student. 
Candace was thrilled to be accepted to 
the University of San Francisco, where she 
majored in Business Administration with a 
concentration in Marketing. 

After graduation, Candace returned to 
Nativity School for help finding a job.  After 
receiving some assistance with her resume 
and mock interviews, she interviewed with 
Warner Pacific College and was delighted 
to accept an Executive Assistant/Marketing 
Coordinator position. Candace credits 
Nativity School for setting high educational 
expectations for her. Pursuing excellence 
is second nature to her. She is looking 
forward to joining the Nativity Alumni 
Association and giving back to her alma 
mater. 

Alumni Spotlight 
By Alicia Tillery

Candace Tillery, Nativity Class of 2006 

Candace Tillery recently graduated from the University of 
San Francisco, Class of 2017.
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