
he challenges them to think 
critically about the subject matter. 
Drawing on the experiences of 
his extensive personal travels and 
the cultures found in Nativity’s 
diverse classroom, Alex teaches a 
360° view of history. While history 
is his subject, Mr. Park teaches 
responsibility, authenticity, 
integrity, and compassion. He 
works with the 8th grade boys 
throughout their final year at 
Nativity. He films the boys’ 
Christmas video which is always 
the highlight of the program. 
He leads the trip to the Gorge, 
and takes them camping after 
graduation to bring closure to 
their time at Nativity. Kids may 
forget facts and dates of events, 
but they don’t forget Mr. Park, 
who helped make them who they 
are. We are grateful for Mr. Park, 
a teacher who makes Nativity a 
special school.
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Feature a Teacher
By Justin Scalzo

Corporate Spotlight
On Page 2

St. Andrew Nativity School has been 
fortunate to partner with businesses 
that believe in and support its mission. 
Marmoset Music has been one such 
partner, donating music, event space 
and sponsoring Nativity. Read more on 
page 2!

Harvesting Success
On the Back Page

Please save the date and join us for 
a fun night of food and drink! The 
4th annual dinner and auction will be 
held on October 14th with tours and 
refreshments starting at  6:00 pm and 
dinner at 7:00 pm at Nativity School! 

Raised in southwest Portland, 
Alex Park, Nativity’s history 
teacher, is a product of Hayhurst 
Elementary where he was a TAG 
student under the tutelage of 
our very own Ms. Roberts. Alex 
then graduated from Wilson 
High School and went on to 
North Park University located in 
Chicago. A renaissance man, Alex 
is a talented craftsman and cook. 
He is an avid angler, an ardent 
adventurer, and an affectionate 
associate. Alex developed his 
pedagogy in Jesuit education in 
his first teaching job in Chicago 
and continued his work with 
underserved students when he 
accepted a job at Nativity and 
rode his bike back to Portland 
nine years ago. Alex connects 
naturally with students and 
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Marmoset Music – Supporting Nativity’s Mission with Song and Sponsorship
By Rose Gerber
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Marmoset has been much 
more than a music company 
to Nativity School. It offers its 
unique resources to help Nativity 
fundraise. For the last three years, 
Marmoset has provided the venue 
and talent for Nativity’s annual 
Music Night, which is organized by 
its Ambassador Board. High caliber 
performers like Blitzen Trapper, 
Grace Love, and Ural Thomas and 
the Pain have graced the stage and 
brought guests to the dance floor. 
The event is attended by about 130 
people. It includes a silent auction 
and raffle, and brings in $10,000-
$15,000 dollars in revenue for the 
school each year.  

In addition to hosting Nativity’s 
annual music event, Marmoset 
donates the inspirational 
soundtracks to the school’s 
annual video appeal, bringing 
a professional sound to the 
production with its talented roster 
of artists. Marmoset has also been 
a regular sponsor of Nativity’s two 
large annual fundraising events, 
Promoting Success and Harvesting 
Success.  

Marmoset CEO and Co-Founder, 
Ryan Wines explains why 
supporting Nativity School has 
been a priority for the company. 

“Community is our purpose at 
Marmoset. Not only do we strive 
to care for and support the artists, 
musicians, creatives, staff and 
clients in our ecosystem, but it’s 
our hope and privilege to foster 
growth and support in the broader 
community -- the people and 
families we see at the park, the 
strangers we encounter on the bus, 
the friendly faces at the grocery 
store, and even those who are 
marginalized or those who may 
not have a voice. One of the most 
critical components for a healthy, 
thriving community is education - a 
foundational, necessary building 
block for life. Thus, it’s imperative 
for education to be available for 
everyone, regardless of economics, 
situation or privilege. We are both 
thankful and honored to support 
St. Andrew Nativity School, for all 
they do to achieve this in providing 
an exceptional education and 
community for all, in an open and 

accepting environment. We are 
grateful  for the opportunity to 
bring the community together.”

To learn more about Marmoset, 
visit www.marmosetmusic.com

About Marmoset:

Marmoset is a full-service music 
agency, meticulously curating 
a roster of rare, vintage and 
emerging artists, bands and 
record labels for music licensing. 
Marmoset also boasts an award-
winning Original Music Production 
Team, working directly with indie 
artists and bands to craft original 
scores and soundtracks for nearly 
any creative need imaginable.



Promoting Success
By Rose Gerber
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“Work hard in silence. Let success 
make the noise.”

- Frank Ocean  

On June 6th, Nativity School 
held its 16th annual Promoting 
Success Luncheon. The Luncheon 
brings together community 
members to learn about the 
Nativity model and the wonderful 
children we serve. 

The event was well-received, with 
over 400 people in attendance. 
Attendees enjoyed student-led 
tours, and then a light afternoon 
meal of mimosas and Nicoise 
Salad from caterer ChefStable. 
Student emcees warmed up 
the audience with an update on 
Nativity’s accomplishments and 
evoked some lighthearted laughs.

Alumni speakers Dominque 
Forrest and Leah Sparkman 
spoke movingly about their 
lives and sucesses in school and 
career since leaving Nativity. 
There wasn’t a dry eye in the 
house after Leah shared her 
story of her trials and triumphs 
throughout her education that 
led her to recently receive a full- 
ride scholarship to Santa Clara 
University. 

We are so grateful to all the 
people who spent the afternoon 
at Nativity and supported our 
school. Because of you, we raised 
over $384,000 for our students! 
We look forward to doing it again 
next year. 



In which book does a character 
have a pet named Charlie?  In the 
book The Unwanteds, what is the 
name of Mr. Today’s boat?  These 
are the types of questions a student 
might expect to receive during an 
Oregon Battle of the Books (OBOB) 
competition.  Nativity students 
have competed in the 
regional competition 
for the past four years.  
Nativity’s participation 
in the program began 
when a parent familiar 
with the competition 
broached the idea, and 
that 2014 team was 
the start of it all.  It 
took a couple of years 
to get a competitive 
spirit going, but by year 
three, the team made 
it to the top 16 schools 
in the Multnomah 
County region and 
this past 2017 team 
finished third in the region, 
which qualified them for the State 
competition in Salem on April 8th.  
This year’s team was made up of 
eighth-grade and three-year-OBOB 
participants Elizabeth Romero-
Herrera and Evangelina Tapio and 
sixth graders Pierre Ananouko, 
Adrian Arevalo-Garcia, and Yair 
Gomez-Hernandez (alternate).  It 
was coached by language arts 
teacher Claire Daniel and librarian 
Carol Ramsey.  The team met 
several times a week during lunch 
to practice battle, so these students 
were very dedicated, giving up 
recess to talk about books.  
One of the best parts of our 

Battle of the Books Champions 
By Claire Daniel
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were just as excited about doing 
well as they were to spend the 
day together and have Subway 
for lunch.  Their positive attitude 
was noticed by others and 
several adults made a point to 
acknowledge and compliment this 
teamwork.  

Next year will be a 
rebuilding year, as the 
core members have left 
Nativity; however, there 
are sure to be many 
more excited readers 
to come.  Going to the 
state competition again 
would be wonderful, 
but it’s not the primary 
goal.  OBOB’s mission 
statement says it best: 
“OBOB’s mission is 
to encourage and 
recognize students 
who enjoy reading, 
to broaden reading 
interests, to increase  

 reading comprehension, 
promote academic excellence, 
and to promote cooperative 
learning and teamwork among 
students”. Mission accomplished! 
Furthermore, as past Nativity 
competitors pointed out after 
losing their battles – they had fun, 
and win or lose, they will still get to 
eat Subway. 

Nativity team was their excellent 
sportsmanship and positive 
teamwork.  Throughout a 
competition, each team of four 
students competes against two 
different schools in the Pool Play 
portion.  Each battle consists of 
eight “In Which Book” 

questions (four to each school 
with the opportunity to steal if 
answered incorrectly) and eight 
content questions which could be 
taken from any of the 16 books on 
the OBOB list.  Teammates share 
the load of reading the sixteen 
books, so it can be frustrating 
if a student who is the “expert” 
on a book misses a question 
– however, the Nativity team, 
self-named “The SANS Spoons”, 
didn’t let that frustration become 
an issue.  They hugged each other 
if wrong, were affirming of the 
successes, and took it seriously 
(but not too seriously).  They 

OBOB Team: (top left to right) Carol Ramsey, Elizabeth Romero-Herrera, 
Claire Daniel, Yair Gomez-Hernandez, Evangelina Tapio (bottom left to 
right) Adrian Arevalo-Garcia, Nebiy Yohannes, Pierre Ananouko 
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Nativity is so proud to have two 
alumni return to the school as staff 
members. The first is Alicia Tillery, 
who graduated from Nativity in 
2008. After Nativity, she attended 
Central Catholic High School.  After 
graduation in 2012, she moved 
3,000 miles to attend Iona College 
in New Rochelle, New York.  
There, she majored in Business 
Administration with a concentration 
in Marketing.  After graduating, she 
returned to Portland to start her job 
search.  

She reached out to Nativity’s 
Graduate Support Department, 
which put her in contact with 
Dennis Reese, a Nativity champion 
and mentor.  With assistance from 
both Graduate Support and Mr. 
Reese, Alicia updated her resume 
and cover letter, engaged in mock 
interviews, and received valuable 

Development Associate position 
opened up at Nativity. She applied, 
interviewed, and got the job. On 
May 31, 2017, Alicia became the 
first Nativity graduate to work here!

Alumnus Dominique Forrest grew 
up in Beaverton with his mom 
and two older brothers, Jakub and 
Tyler. When Tyler started getting 
into fights in elementary school, 
their mother decided it would be 
better for them to attend school 
in Portland.  She learned about 
Nativity when Jakub was in 5th 
grade, so she applied.  Jakub got 
into Nativity as part of its first class, 
which had just 20 students.

Two years later, Dom got into 
Nativity.  His family still lived in 
Beaverton, so his mom drove him 
to school.  After school, he played 
football, so he went home on 
MAX, where he finished a lot of 
homework.  Even so, Dom enjoyed 
Nativity.  He loved the small class 

small that he was able to play a lot.  
At Nativity, Dom found confidence. 

After graduating from Jesuit High 
School, Dom was recruited to play 
football for Linfield College. Dom 
liked that it was a small school and 
majored in business managemnet. 
After college graduation, Dom 
eventually played professional 
football in Germany. 

After returning to Portland, he was 
coaching at Jesuit when he decided 
he wanted to earn a master’s 
degree in education through the 
University of Portland’s Pacific 
Alliance for Catholic Education 
(PACE) program.  When a math and 
science teacher position opened 
up at Nativity, he applied as a PACE 
teacher.  Dom ultimately got the job 
and starts teaching at Nativity in 
August!

Nativity Alumni Return 
By Joe Pugh

Dominique Forrest, Nativity Class of 2006 Alicia Tillery, Nativity Class of 2008



Social Media Shout Out
By Rose Gerber
Twitter: @ptownnativity
Facebook:@ptownnativity
Instagram: @ptownnativity
YouTube: St. Andrew Nativity School
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A FEW FOND FAREWELLS

Carol Ramsey worked as Nativity’s school librarian 
for the past six years. In addition to curating an 
amazing library, she helped students with their 
individual learning needs and was a mentor for 
younger teachers. She helped fuel students’ love 
of reading and was always there with advice and 
support for those who needed it. She begins her 
retirement with her husband J.R. this summer. 

San Mai, S.J. was Nativity’s Math and Science 
Teacher for the past two years. He came to work 
with us on his regency assignment as part of his 
Jesuit formation. San brought a great sense of 
humor and purpose to his classroom. We wish 
him the best as he moves to Berkley, California 
to begin work on his Ph.D. in Theology.

Ellen Curry served her Jesuit Volunteer Corps 
time with Nativity this past year as an assistant 
to the Graduate Support Department. She was 
an invaluable member of the Nativity team, 
lending a hand wherever she could and always 
with a smile. Ellen will be moving on to com-
plete another year with JVC in Austin, Texas this 
fall.

Joe Pugh, Business and Community Relations, 
arrived at Nativity in February of 2016. During 
his time here, he was a champion for Nativity 
in the community, he taught a public speaking 
course and was beloved by students.   A lawyer 
by trade, Joe plans to continue to serve com-
munities in need in a volunteer capacity as he 
enjoys retirement. 
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Since October of 2013, St. Andrew Nativity School has been focused on the expansion of our 
social media presence. We ask and encourage all of you to please support us in this endeavor 
by following us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube. This not only helps us increase 
awareness and involvement for Nativity School, but affords you and your loved ones an inside 
look into our daily life here at the school. 



After School Enrichment Programming
By Nate Ford
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In the 2016-2017 school year, 
Nativity expanded its enrichment 
program to four days a week. 
This move was prompted by 
our ever-evolving commitment 
to educating the whole-child, 
not simply focusing on the core 
subjects. And after our trial year, 
it’s safe to say that the expansion 
has been a huge success. 
Students have access to new 
enrichments such as Spanish for 
native and non-native speakers, 
shop class, typing, and so much 
more. Two of this year’s successful 
programs were improv class and 
gardening.

David Koff taught improv as an 
enrichment class for both the 
winter and spring enrichment 
this year. In addition to being a 
fun experience for students, the 
class taught them valuable life 
skills such as being open-minded, 
a good communicator, and able 
to think on one’s feet. At the 
close of the winter class, students 
had the opportunity to show off 
their newfound skills at the Brody 
Theater in downtown Portland, 
while performing alongside 
professional adult improvisers. 
The show doubled as a fundraiser, 
making it possible for David to 
offer future classes at Nativity. 

One student, Sandra, had a 
particularly transformative 
experience in the class. She is shy 
and did not like participating in 
the class. But when the final show 
came, she got past her fear and 
went on stage to perform. At the 

end of the show she was given 
a moment to shine and brought 
down the house with what was 
described as the funniest line 
of the night. She enjoyed the 
experience so much, she insisted 
on being in the next term’s improv 
class as well.

The Nativity Garden is in full form, 
thanks to Nativity students and 
the leadership of Meera Hays, who 
develops community gardens with 
kids around Portland. Students 
said that Meera made the class 
fun and educational, making 
things like nitrogen content in soil 
interesting to the kids. There were 
seven students in the class and 
each got his or her own planter 
box to focus on. Given a list of 
vegetables, flowers, and herbs that 
grew well together, the students 
chose what they wanted to grow. 
The garden ended up with edible 
flowers, strawberries, sunflowers, 
tomatoes, basil, onions, spinach, 
peppers, lettuce, mustard greens, 
cucumbers, squash, and marigolds. 
The students learned about how 
to get the soil ready for planting, 
water properly, and use garden 

tools. They also they built a bamboo 
fence to protect the garden from 
basketballs during recess. The class 
learned about what to do about 
slugs and why earth worms are 
important.  Each kid kept a journal 
where they jotted down details 
about what they did every day.

Jane Casey, one of the Language 
Arts teachers at Nativity School, 
played a significant role in helping 
with the garden as well. “We want 

THE ARTS CAN HELP STUDENTS BECOME 
TENACIOUS, TEAM-ORIENTED PROBLEM 
SOLVERS WHO ARE CONFIDENT AND ABLE 
TO THINK CREATIVELY
-FORMER U.S. SECRETARY OF EDUCATION
  ARNE DUNCAN
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it to be a real community garden 
for anyone to take what they 
need,” she said. “But we haven’t 
really figured out the best way 
to do that. The idea is that the 
cooking club will use what we grow 
and if there’s a lot of something, 
we’d love to send it home with 
kids.” Occasionally, Nativity staff 
takes some of the vegetables to 
St. Andrew’s Emergency Services. 
Holly Osbourn, the artist who’s 
doing a painting for Harvesting 
Success, used the garden as 
inspiration. 

Beyond the garden and improv, 
all enrichment classes serve to 
educate the whole child, and 
further each student’s interest in 
extra-curricular activities. 



ST. ANDREW NATIVITY SCHOOL SUMMER - FALL 201710

Graduate Support Update
By Ellen Curry

The Graduate Support office was full of activity as 
another school year came to a close.  All 28 graduates 
were accepted with full financial aid to private, college-
prep high schools. Twenty six will attend Central Catholic, 
De La Salle North, Jesuit, La Salle College Prepartory, 
and St. Mary’s Academy.  Additionally, two of these 
students were thrilled to accept full financial aid at other 
private institutions. Marbella Rodriguez Ramirez will be 
our newest Nativity graduate at St. Michaels University 
School in Victoria, B.C., and Elizabeth Romero-Herrera 
will be our first Nativity graduate to attend Oregon 
Episcopal School (OES) here in Portland.

This year, we launched an exciting new initiative – our 
Nativity Scholars program.  Each month of the school 
year, high school-age graduates were invited back to 
Nativity to visit with classmates, participate in college 
and career readiness programming, and enjoy some 
snacks. We’ve certainly loved seeing them back at the 
school and hearing what they’re up to, and look forward 
to expanding this program in the years to come.

In early June, we welcomed the class of 2013 back for 
a day-long Senior Retreat to celebrate their high school 
careers.  Twelve of these students graduated this spring, 
with plans to pursue higher education at the University 
of Oregon, Portland State University, and Lewis & Clark 
College, among others. One of these students, Leah 
Sparkman, graduated from St. Michaels University 
School and has received a full scholarship to attend Santa 
Clara University in the fall.  Among other recent college 
graduates, Alex Maldonado-Ruiz, Nativity Class of 2009, 
graduated from the University of Portland with a degree 
in Electrical Engineering. We are so proud of these hard-
working students, and can’t wait to kick off another great 
year in August!

Leah Sparkman, Nativity Class of 2013 

Marbella Rodriguez Ramirez, Nativity Class of 2017 

Alex Maldonado-Ruiz, Nativity Class of 2009  
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President’s Address
Dear Friends,

During the last week of summer 
school, the Lake Oswego 
chapter of the National Charity 
League puts on a wonderful 
art camp for our young people. 
I was completely blown away 
by the talent of some of our 
budding artists. Middle school 
is an important time for young 
people to experiment with 
different self-expression, 
hobbies, and skills. It’s also 
a time when young people, 
especially those struggling to 
keep up in the classroom, need 
to be praised by adults for the 
talents and strengths they bring 
to the community. 

The expanded enrichment 
offerings have made it possible 
for students to be exposed 
to a myriad of classes. Who 
knew that Sam had an affinity 

for coding or that Eden would 
be a master builder in shop 
class. With only 85 students on 
campus, faculty and staff know 
our young people really well and 
are able to give them positive 
feedback about their generosity, 
athleticism, spiritual growth, or 
aptitude for math. “Relationships 
with teachers” continues to be 
the number one reason Nativity 
students love their school. 

We are so grateful for our 
volunteers, partners, and donors 
who make enrichment possible. 
Every dollar invested in our 
school is used thoughtfully…
we can’t take the generosity 
of our donors for granted. To 
our volunteer teachers, Linda 
Loughran, Kathleen Wendland, 
David Koff, Kathy Carlile, Ali Matt, 
Zach Zeuter, David Del Mar, 
Molly Gall, Sgt. George 
Weatheroy, Jhenna Voorhis, 

thank you! To our partner 
organizations, Ethos, Young 
People’s Theater Project, 
Bonneville Environmental 
Foundation, Betties 360, Price 
Waterhouse Cooper, Kids Love 
Languages!, Yo Ghana!, Portland 
Playhouse…thank you!

We have excellent results 
because we build strong 
relationships with children 
and their families so that we 
can serve the whole child 
with customized curriculum, 
experiences, and opportunities 
to maximize their success!

Warmest regards, 

Carolyn Becic
President

MAGIS SOCIETY AND NAMED FUNDS

Nativity School is pleased to announce the formalization of our Magis Society. This group of 
individuals have graciously included Nativity School in their legacy planning. By naming Nativity 
School in their wills, Magis Society members are ensuring the stability and future of our school for 
years to come. 

We are also blessed to have a number of named funds that have been created since our 
inception. These funds are acknowledged by the name dictated by the donor, or group of donors, 
and must be in the amount of $10,000 or more. Many named funds begin with a dollar and grow 
through small donations over time. 

For more information on the Magis Society and supporting Nativity School through a planned 
gift or named fund please contact President Carolyn Becic: cbecic@nativityportland.org.
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